
Heroes of Harvey
By Suzanna Bridges

After Hurricane Harvey, one 
third-grade student at our school, Leah 
Hopke, decided to do a very admirable 
and honorable thing for those affected 
by the terrible flood. She set up a 
lemonade stand in her neighborhood, 
Summerwood, which was not affected, 
to raise money to buy new backpacks 
for the children who had lost theirs in 
the natural disaster. Leah was very 
happy to be able to help the children 
who had lost their backpacks. She 
decided to make cookies and lemonade 
to fundraise the money for the 
backpacks. In total, she raised $149.00 
and had enough money to buy nine 
backpacks for the children in need. 
This was indeed an amazing act of 
charity and giving, and we, the 
Crusader community, are very proud 
of Leah.

Crusaders  For A Cause
SMCS  students  present colors at 

Harvey Benefit Game
By Maddie Birney and Bella Coenen

On September 9, days after Hurricane 
Harvey’s departure, the Dynamo played a 
match against Colorado Rapids. During the 
National Anthem, two SMCS students, Joshua 
Mitchell and Alex Lynn, presented the colors. 
Alex said he was, “Excited, because I got to 
meet the mascot.” Joshua and Alex’s troop 
has been busy helping affected families. They 
helped pass out supplies in addition to  
cleaning up a troop-mate’s flooded house.

What  can you do to help Harvey Victims?
The deadly storm that struck the coast of 

Texas on August 31 is long gone, but that 
doesn’t mean people are out of the woods just 
yet. The outpour of support for Texas has 
been incredible to watch, but many people 
wrongly believe the worst is over. One way to 
help our community directly is to donate to 
our parish’s Harvey relief fund which goes 
directly back to Kingwood. Much has been 
done to help our community, with hundreds 
of celebrities donating large sums. In total, 
corporate companies have donated over 157 
million dollars. It is truly fascinating how our 
community has come together, even in the 
aftermath of a disaster.



Letters From Our Editors
This Issue
By: Evan Hebert

This issue is all about our teachers.  I 
believe that the best way to learn is to 
form a community in Christ.  At SMCS, 
the teachers love to get to know you on a 
personal basis, and are truly interested 
in and supportive of your academic 
career, so we decided that we should 
learn all about them.  In this edition, we 
decided to bring you the information that 
makes all of our teachers awesome!  The 
8th grade class of 2017-2018 hopes you 
enjoy getting to know all the teachers on 
a personal basis, like we can every day.

Crusaders in Christ
By Gabby Norman

First and foremost, I am honored that our 
8th grade class is the first to collaborate 
and create the Crusader Newsletter. The 
teachers have been so kind and 
understanding throughout the duration of 
this first issue. As Evan said, this issue is 
all about getting to know our teachers. 
Going to school here is like having a giant 
family. Everyone is so kind and caring. The 
Catholic values and ideals that we learn 
here will support us in any path we choose. 
This is our way of giving some credit to our 
amazing teachers. Thank you all for your 
support, and enjoy reading!

The Saint Martha Parish Festival was on  Sept. 30, 2017. It started at noon, and ended 
at 8pm. There were fall markets, live music, food and drinks, games, inflatables, and 

face painting.  The live and silent auction were  cancelled this year.  There was a 
dessert table with many cakes and other treats!  There was also a raffle, with some 

awesome prizes!  First prize consisted of 4 tickets for the opening day of the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo with Garth Brooks.  Second prize was an Amazon gift 

card of $1,500.  Third prize was a Best Buy gift card of $1,000.  Everyone there had a 
great time socializing and having fun!

Parish Fall Festival
By Emily Chaires



Project Pre-K
By: Elizabeth Drake, Chloe Ditges, Lily 
Watkins, and KK Kirsh

This quarter, we  interviewed 
three  fantastic students from our Pre-
K classes. Since it is the first-quarter  of 
the school year, we decided to ask the 
students a few questions about their 
teachers, classrooms, and favorite 
activities.  Student number one, Carly, 
was happy to answer the questions we 
had to ask about Pre-K. When we asked 
her what her favorite thing about 
school was, she was happy to tell us 
that recess was the best!

When we walked out to the 
playground to talk to more classes, we 
asked Maddie Rose what they were 
working on in class.  She told us that 
they were reading lots of books and 
that she had fun doing so. While he was 
on the slide, Andrés told us that he 
absolutely loved it when his teachers 
took him out for recess.

All about our amazing Pre-K teachers
Ms. Jaspe is a proud SMCS teacher. 

This will be her forty-second year in the 
teaching field, and her twentieth year 
with SMCS. Another amazing SMCS 
teacher is Mrs. Walker, our lovely 
atrium teacher. Her favorite part about 
teaching is sharing Jesus’ love with 
every student. Mrs. Salomonsson, a 
SMCS star, loves teaching. Her goal is to 
inspire students to love learning. Mrs. 
Prisco enjoys her students and their 
smiles. Mrs. Jones enjoys watching the 
children learn. One last amazing 
teacher is Mrs. Castillo, who loves her 
students and their hugs. 



Kindergarten
& First Grade

Ms. Sander’s Class
By Evan Crosswait

There are quite a lot of special things 
Kindergarten is doing this quarter. For 
instance, they are doing Johnny Appleseed 
Week, where they will get to dress like and 
learn about Johnny Appleseed.  They are 
also getting to go to the zoo for their first 
field trip.  They are learning a little of 
everything, and exploring topics that will 
be very new to them. Before Lunch the 
Kindergarten classes even get to have 
snacks and have nap time.

Mrs. Zwick’s Class       
By Evan Hebert                                                                  

This nine weeks, our 
kindergarten classes have been doing a lot.  
Mrs. Zwick’s class has been learning their 
morning routines, sorting, numbers, 
rhyming words, and their alphabet. They 
are also still planning on doing their 
garden this year, which is going to include 
sugar snap peas, carrots, broccoli, 
cauliflower, rosemary, cilantro, and 
thyme.  I was able to talk to her about her 
own kindergarten experience.  She said 
that her favorite memory was, “ If we got 
an answer correctly, we got a peanut from 
our teacher’s garden. I also loved paint 
centers and singing.”  She loved reading
The Boxcar Children and Nancy Drew, as 
well enjoyed swimming, riding her bike, 
playing tennis, and cross stitching as a 
child.

Mrs. Herrera’s Class
By Anthony Maraffa

Mrs. Herrera's class is very excited 
this year because the students have  
their own desks for the first time. This 
month,  they are learning sentence 
structure. The thing Mrs. Herrera  likes 
most about this school is getting to pray 
as a class.

Mrs. Bellah’s class 
By: Oliver Jamieson

Mrs. Bellah is one of the newest 
teachers in the school.  She has been 
teaching for over 34 years and she has 
loved every day of it.  This is her first year 
teaching outside of Humble ISD.   Mrs. 
Bellah enjoys baking and gardening.  One 
goal for her this year is to teach her 
students to enjoy reading.



Second Grade
Mrs. Kaden’s Class
By Ricky Martinez

When I walked into Mrs. Kaden’s 
second grade class, I  saw a room full 
of happy, sweet children. I even talked 
to a young man named John. He told 
me, ”My favorite grade so far has been 
kindergarten… actually, it is all of 
them, but I think my favorite teacher 
so far is Mrs. Kaden.” I was impressed 
that they were all  hard-working 
young children.  

I also talked to Mrs. Kaden. Here are a 
few interesting things about her: she 
has been teaching for 23 years, her 
favorite subject to teach is writing, 
she was the first female ocean front 
lifeguard, and she saved a family that 
was being carried out to sea. She told 
me that soon, they will be making 
posters for Veteran’s Day, and they 
will be doing a Johnny Appleseed play 
for the kindergarteners and the 1st 
grade students. Also, the second 
graders will be going to the Circle 
Lake Retreat this April, and soon after 
will have their first communion.

Mrs. Garnica’s Class
By Allie Blue

When I walked into Mrs. Garnica’s 
classroom, I absolutely loved the 
look of it! It was very colorful and 
kid-friendly! Mrs. Garnica was kind 
enough to answer some of my 
questions. 

Mrs. Garnica has wanted to be a 
teacher since fourth grade! She 
claims she can’t imagine doing 
anything else. Her favorite food is 
Italian food - specifically, pizza and 
pasta. Her favorite flavor of ice 
cream is anything with caramel. She 
says if she could be one age forever 
she would want to be twenty-five, 
because that was when her son was 
born. Her favorite in school was 
English or literature, and her 
favorite subject to teach is anything 
with with language arts. She is a 
very good teacher and I’m sure her 
class will have so much fun this 
year!



Third Grade

Miss Cole’s Class
By  Gabby Norman

Upon entering Ms. Cole’s class, I was greeted by the sweet sight of happy and 
smiling third-graders.  Such a well behaved class is a tribute to their wonderful teacher, 
Ms. Katie Cole. She is currently starting her second year of teaching at St. Martha’s. 
However, she is no stranger to our school. She once roamed the halls as a student 
herself. This prior experience has given her valuable insight into the lives of her 
students. Ms. Cole’s class has just started using school laptops in class. This is quite a 
privilege, as our current third grade class did not use laptops often in second grade. 
They primarily use their laptops for MobyMax, which increases their knowledge of 
math, science, and reading. I interviewed several children in her class, all of whom gave 
me wonderful opinions. Maggie  says, “I was so happy and excited that I could  be in Ms. 
Cole’s fun class. I especially love the snack time we get.” A new transfer this year, Pierce, 
says that, “I transferred to SMCS this year, and I love it!”  Aidan  says, “I was excited to 
be in this great class, and to have snack.” Two girls were particularly excited about their 
interviews. Marie thinks that, “Ms. Cole’s class is wonderful, and that I am lucky to have 
such an awesome teacher and class.” My final interview was with Layla. “Ms. Cole’s 
class is exciting, and my favorite part of the week is Friday, because we get to use the 
laptops!” These are just a few examples from the wonderfully smart children in Ms. 
Cole’s class. She is an amazing teacher, and I can’t wait to see how well these incredible 
students are doing after a year with her. 

Mrs. Brown’s Class
By Celeste Reiss

When I walked  into the third grade 
classroom, I was happy to see all the students 
were sitting at their desks quietly with a smile 
on their faces. Who is to take credit for this 
well-behaved class? Mrs. Debbie Brown! She 
has taught at St. Martha’s since 2006. Her 
desire to become a teacher has thrived since 
she was a little girl. As a child, she used to play 
school with her friends. She loves creative 
writing, reading, and crafts. Her favorite foods are Italian and Mexican. She is a big fan 
of the Houston Astros. In her free time, she reads or watches old western shows. For 
advice, she looks up to God and her husband. Mrs. Brown’s dream vacation would be 
relaxing on a beach in Florida. Her favorite bible verse is,  “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13 



Fourth & Fifth Grade
Mrs. Daigre’s Fourth Grade
By Grace Vidal
Mrs. Daigre, an LSU football fanatic, has been 
teaching at SMCS since 2006.  Though she 
started with a career in advertising, she 
quickly realized her true passion was for 
education.  Her favorite subject to teach is  
reading.  Mrs. Daigre is thankful that 
teaching at a Catholic school provides her 
the opportunity to pray with her students.

Mrs. Mason’s Fifth Grade
By Izzy Pinto

Mrs. Mason is teaching for her 2nd 
year at St. Martha’s.  It is nearly her 15th 
year as a teacher, and she has taught high 
school, fourth, fifth, and sixth grade.  Mrs. 
Mason was inspired to become a teacher 
from her love of learning and a wish to 
pass this on to her students.  Mrs. Mason’s 
favorite memory here at St. Martha is the 
fifth grade “Manners Banquet.”  Some 
advice she would give to  new students is to 
not procrastinate and to keep their 
planners up-to-date. 

Mrs. Williams’  Fifth Grade
By Anna Saucedo
Mrs. Williams has been teaching at St. 
Martha’s for 19 years.  She has taught Pre-K3, 
Pre-K4, kindergarten, second grade, third 
grade, and fourth grade, but the majority of 
her time has been teaching fifth grade. She 
was inspired to become a teacher because 
she loves children, and thought that it would 
be perfect to be able to spend time with her 
children in the summer.  One of her favorite 
memories at St. Martha’s is when it snowed 
and everyone went outside in the parking lot. 
Even Father T.J. was there! Her advice to new 
students is to treat others with kindness, be 
true to yourself, and never be afraid to ask 
questions.

Mrs. Rubiano’s Fourth Grade
By Sam Rinando

Mrs. Rubiano has been teaching for 13 
years, and her favorite part about teaching 
is when a student understands a topic.  Her 
favorite subjects are math and science. One 
of the things she enjoys about teaching at St. 
Martha’s is the fact that we start each day 
with a prayer. This is one of the three things 
she loves. She also enjoys the family 
atmosphere at St. Martha and that she can 
watch the students grow from Pre-K3 to 8th 
grade. Her class in science is currently 
learning about independent and dependent 
variables. Fourth grade is also learning 
about animal & plant cells.



Middle
School

By:  Hailey Landry , 
John Meyer, 

Juan Cintron, and 
Carson Chesnut

Who is Mr. Perez?
He is our new Social Studies teacher. Vincent Perez was born in Houston, but was raised 
mostly in Baytown, where he went to school. He says that his transition into SMCS has 
been very different and that everyone has been incredibly helpful and welcoming to him. 
Mr. Perez’s favorite color is purple. His favorite foods are pizza and Blue Bell Ice Cream. 
He loves to teach Social Studies and he has a wonderful sense of humor. He has also 
recently been engaged.

Camp Allen
This year, the eighth grade class took a 
trip to Camp Allen. At Camp Allen, we 
learned about leadership, teamwork,and 
how we can be pushed out of our comfort 
zones. We also learned how to build a 
stronger bond with one another as we 
participated in activities together and 
saw each other’s strengths and 
weaknesses. Mrs. Koenig says, 
“Everything about this trip is geared 
towards teamwork.  We want to help the 
students learn the importance of 
supporting one another.” 
This is the second year the eighth graders 
have attended Camp Allen, and the 
previous 12 years they have been visiting 
T-Bar M. I asked Mrs. Barnes what she 
thinks students  look forward to the most 
on this trip, and this was her answer. 
“There are so many fun activities to look 
forward to, but if I had to pick one, I would 
say the paddle boarding or kayaking on 
the lake. Most students have never done 
those activities!” 

About Mrs. Conlan
Mrs. Conlan is the middle school religion 
teacher.  She began teaching in 1976 but then 
took several years off to be with her children. 
She has lived with her family in Georgia, 
Florida, and Pennsylvania. Mrs. Conlan's 
favorite food is pizza, but she also enjoys a 
good steak. Her favorite classroom activity is  
praying with the students because she can 
hear what they are 
happy for and what 
they are concerned 
about. Mrs. Conlan’s 
favorite sport is 
football. She loves the 
Texans and the 
University of Georgia.

About  Mrs. Shurtleff
Mrs. Shurtleff is a proud graduate of Sam 
Houston State University.  Her hero is her 
father because he lived a loving and unselfish 
life - always making other people smile.  Her 
goal for her English students is that they 
learn to speak and write intelligently so that 
they always leave a good first impression!

Meet Mrs. Johns
Mrs. Johns is the middle school science 
teacher.  She was born in a suburb of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and loves 
reading, playing with dogs, and camping.  
We asked Mrs. Johns, “If you weren’t a 
teacher, what would you be?”  Her response 
was, “a hunting or fishing guide.”  Clearly, 
Mrs. Johns has a love for the great outdoors!



Crusader Sports
By Ruben Vara

The St. Martha community has worked long and hard to get a 
soccer field constructed, which has finally been completed! Msgr. 
Borski blessed the new sports field prior to the first varsity home 

game of the season.  The soccer team did very well, and went all the 
way to the first round of championships. The volleyball girls also 

did very well, and SMCS  had many medalists in cross country, too. 
Basketball recently started, and our players our ready to hit the 

court! Sports help our SMCS Crusaders learn to be leaders and 
develop communication skills.  We are proud to be Crusaders!



Ancillaries
More on Music

By Quinn Keeler
Mr. Bullen is our music teacher. He has been 
teaching music for a total of twenty-eight years 
and has taught in many countries. He has been 
playing the piano since he was five years old. This 
is Mr. Bullen's second year teaching at SMCS and 
he has, so far, loved it. His favorite part has been 
the kids. Mr. Bullen is planning to have a “Fine 
Arts Showcase” and several grade levels will be 
performing in this showcase.

SMCS Art Class
By David Payne

Cathy Payne is SMCS’ very own 
art teacher, and has been a SMCS staff 
member for about 13 years. She 
teaches about all kinds of artists and 
techniques, but her favorite subject to 
teach about is the artist Van Gogh. She 
says the her favorite thing about 
teaching at St. Martha is seeing all the 
kids grow and mature through the 
grades. Mrs. Payne always lets God 
lead her life, but her favorite and main 
saints include, but are not limited to, 
the Virgin Mary, St. John Paul II, and 
St. Michael the Archangel. Her family 
has been with SMCS for about 19 years 
and has put four kids through St. 
Martha, her last child (yours truly) 
leaving this year.

Physical Education
By Quinn Keeler

There are two current P.E .teachers. Their names 
are Mrs. Henry, who is currently teaching the 
younger grades and Mrs. Snyder, who is  teaching 
the older grades. Mrs. Snyder started teaching in 
August of 2009 and Mrs. Henry started teaching in 
2006. Mrs. Snyder is planning to have 2 hand 
touch co-ed rugby for sports and is trying to once 
again get a golf and tennis tournament. She is also 
talking about lacrosse. They have both loved their 
time at St. Martha’s Catholic School. Mrs. Henry’s 
favorite color is blue and Mrs. Snyder’s favorite 
color is green.

Spanish is Fun!
By: Anora Lee

Mrs. Grindle has been teaching for 
eleven years here at SMCS. Currently, 
for 8th grade, she is teaching about 
things inside the house and famous 
Hispanic Saints. Senora Grindle’s 
favorite project to grade is scrapbooks. 
Her favorite part of teaching at St. 
Martha is incorporating religion into 
class and being able to pray all day. 
Mrs. Grindle chose to teach Spanish at 
SMCS because she thought it would be a 
great opportunity, and loves getting to 
educate the next generation of kids.

Technology
By Xavier Laroche

Ms. Hutchinson has been the technology teacher 
for three years, and has been teaching overall for 
16 years. Her favorite part of teaching is watching 
students’ excited faces when they learn something 
new. Her favorite project that the kids have done 
in technology is animation. She likes seeing eighth 
graders complete their final portfolios and 
resumes. Ms. Hutchinson’s class is an extremely 
enriching class about the World Wide Web.    



Entertainment!

Across
2. A first grade teacher whose class is working on sentence structure
5. Hola! This is our Spanish teacher.
7. The middle school religion teacher
8. Third grade teacher that went to school at SMCS
9. Go ___________! (Our Mascot)

Down
1. Our amazing music teacher!
2. Our PE teacher for the younger children
3. A girl opened a ____ stand to buy backpacks.
4. Who we are getting to know with this article!
6. _____ Allen - The 8th grade field trip!

Answers

Across- 2. Herrera 5. Grindle 7. Conlan 8. Cole 9. Crusaders  Down- 1. Bullen 2. Henry 3. Lemonade 4.Teachers 6.Camp



I’m so Punny!!!

Why didn’t the skeleton go 
to the dance?

He had no body to go with.

Used From the Boys’ Life magazine



Candids



Get to know your some of your Authors, too!

Maddie B.
Favorite ...
Activity: Playing basketball
Food: Sushi
Book: The Maze Runner
Color: Red
Thing about SMCS: All of her 
friends!
SMCS memory so far: 
Winning JV basketball 
championships with my 
friends last year.   
How long have you gone to St. 
Martha’s? I am starting my 
2nd year at St. Martha’s.

Izzy P.
Favorite ...
Activity: Reading
Food: Pop Tarts
Book: Who can have a favorite?
Color: Blue/green
Thing about SMCS: They are 
always challenging us.
SMCS memory so far: Camp 
Kappe in 5th grade
How long have you gone to St. 
Martha’s?
I am starting my 5th year.

John M.
Favorite ...
Activity: Basketball
Food: Steak
Book: The Maze Runner
Color: Green
Thing about SMCS: 
Chromebooks
SMCS memory so far: Camp 
Allen
How long have you gone to St. 
Martha’s?
Starting my 7th year.

Anthony M.
Favorite ...
Activity: Basketball
Food: Spaghetti
Book: The Outsiders
Color: Orange
SMCS memory so far:  Camp 
Kappe in 5th grade
How long have you gone to St. 
Martha’s? Starting my 8th 
year.

In Closing, the 8th grade class of 2017-2018 hopes
you enjoyed this  issue of the 

student-created Crusader Newsletter.


