November 2, 2016

From the Principal
Greetings Families and Friends of St. Martha,
October is almost behind us as November comes blowing in. We are now about to be
picked up and swirled through the holiday season as Halloween and All Saints Day start
off the last few months of 2016.

Mission
The Mission of St. Martha
Catholic School is to
provide a quality education
sharing in the total
Catholic formation of each
person by developing
mind, heart and spirit.

Right Choice
Lesson

The Right Choice
lesson for
the month of
November is
REVERENCE.
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The readings at Mass this weekend should remind us that God knows us where we are
now and sees the journey ahead. Zacchaeus, a tax collector, knows something is missing
in his life. He is rich and has many possessions, but his heart longs for something more.
Zacchaeus hears the people talking about the prophet, Jesus. He listens more intently and
learns as much as he can about Jesus. When he discovers that Jesus is coming to Jericho,
Zacchaeus decides he must meet this man, this prophet from God. The crowd to see Jesus
is so large that Zacchaeus knows a man of his small height will not be anywhere near to
see or hear Jesus. There does happen to be a sycamore tree nearby, and Zacchaeus
determinedly climbs the tree and perches himself in a good vantage point. Jesus knows
Zacchaeus has a good soul and that he will become a great believer, so he speaks directly
to Zacchaeus perched in the tree. Jesus ends up staying for dinner with Zacchaeus, and
Zacchaeus is so moved by Jesus’ presence and knowledge that he does sell half of his
belongings to give the proceeds to the poor.
Jesus knew Zacchaeus before Zacchaeus knew him, just as he knows us before we know
him. Jesus is waiting for us at the dinner table at church in the Eucharist. When we seek
him, he is there waiting for us. We will soon begin the season of Advent, a time for us to
wait for Jesus. As we approach this busy time of year, let us keep in mind that God is
there now and knows who we are; a people made in his likeness. People who love and
care for one another.
Just a few reminders that we need to drive a little slower as we begin to feel the rush of
the holidays. Please remember to take your foot off the gas pedal as you pull into and out
of the Faith Formation Campus and keep that speed down to five mph. When crossing
from Oak Shores onto Woodland Hills, please keep alert for cars crossing and turning in
front of you as well as people on bicycles on their way to school. If you drive slowly into
the car line area, you will have time to read all the great things that are programmed into
our colorful, flashy, new electronic sign. This is another way to find out what is coming
at St. Martha Catholic School.
We want to send a big CONGRATULATIONS to our varsity soccer team!!! They came
in second overall in our division. They played against a tough component, The Regis
School, on Saturday night at the St. Pius X High School field. The coaches and parents
are extremely proud of how this team played together as a team throughout the season.
Well done Crusaders!! Basketball season begins now, and the home games are exciting
to watch, so plan to catch a few games here in the Activity Center. Check the website for
the schedules.
Have a blessed week as we remember the dearly departed. We need to pray for those who
have gone before us so that we can teach the children to pray for us when it is our turn to
truly follow Jesus.
Many Blessings,
Mrs. Tina Lewis
Principal

Crusader World

Mind • Heart • Spirit

St. Martha, our school’s patron saint, was a dear friend of Jesus and served
him lovingly when he visited at her family’s home. Our SMCS students and
families continually model the same hospitality in our school, parish, and
community by serving in many ways.
Thank you to the following SMCS Beta students and alumni who offered
their time and hospitality to serve refreshments to our parishioners after
Masses on the recent Stewardship Renewal weekend: Miranda Rinaldi,
Sydney Schod, Joe Diamond, Natalia Kacprzak, Sophia Simmons, Lily
Coenen, Mary Katherine Bena, Luke Leger, Daniel and Matthew Farace,
Alexis and Tausha Cox, Alejandro Tristan, Anna Saucedo, Lucita Galvez, Rebecca Manosalva,
Clayton Landry, Quinn Keeler, Chloe Ditges, Maya Ditges ’15, and Adam Rinaldi ’14.
Your kind hospitality and welcoming smiles were appreciated by our parishioners and visitors!
SMCS alumni Allison Gomez ’13, Ryan Deitz ’13, and Alec Jordan ’13
recently performed in the St. Thomas High School (STHS) presentation of
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. Allison had one of the starring roles as
Countess Olivia, Ryan played Count Orsino, and Alec played the role of
Malvolio. All three did an amazing job interpreting Shakespeare's prose.
The three high school seniors also performed
in this past spring’s STHS production of West
Side Story and hope to perform in the spring
2017 production of The Adams Family. We
are proud to call Allison, Ryan, and Alec
Crusader Alumni, and we look forward to
hearing more about their future theatre
involvement.
Recently, 7th grade
student Bella Coenen
celebrated her 13th
birthday by
gathering the 7th grade
girls together to provide
food for rescue dogs. Bella asked her friends to join
her in fun, bur forgo the gifts and provide food for her
canine friends instead. The 7th grade girls helped her
by purchasing bags of dog food to feed the dogs
who are waiting to be adopted. We are proud to see
our students reaching out to help all of God's
creatures! Go Crusaders!
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Crusader ATHLETICS
Congratulations, Varsity Crusader Soccer!
Last Thursday, October 27, our amazing St. Martha Soccer Crusaders played John Paul II in what was
the game of the year in Division 3A! Tied at the end of regulation 1-1, tied at the end of both over time
periods, and YES...tied at the end of the first round of PKs, in the end St. Martha pulled the upset and
won the semi finals game and moved on the final championship held on Saturday, October 29, at St.
Puis X High School under the lights!
Coach Sean said, "it was an emotional
roller coaster of a game. It took several
hours for the adrenaline to wear off. Hats
off to the kids. They played another
fantastic game and left it all on the field.
Just as I told the team last night, as good
as that felt to knock off the #1 seeded
team, it was just another step on our
journey towards becoming league
champions."
What he is most proud of with these
student athletes "has been their desire to
step outside of themselves as individuals
and grow into one of the best teams
that I have been around. I've coached
and even played on teams that have
had much more individual talent than
this group, but I have never been around a group that is so good at lifting their teammates up when
they are struggling and bringing the best out of each other to be stronger together as a team than a
group of individuals. Whether it was early in the game when defenders were struggling with their
attack, or giving up a long goal over the keeper or missing critical penalty kicks at the end of the
game, I never saw them get down on their teammates. They encouraged them and supported them
and helped them get their mind back in the game. Ultimately, this team first attitude is what has led to
their success."
Saturday night, they knew that is was
going to be a fierce battle. It was a hard,
physically demanding game against our
old arch nemesis Regis! We are the team
that cost them the #1 seed in the
tourney, and they had not forgotten. The
stands were full of administration staff,
alumni, family and friends of
SMCS! Although we came in second
place in the entire division, losing 1-0
Coaches Sean and Ed as well as the
SMCS community could not be more
proud this group of athletes!
Check out the enormous trophy to be
added to our showcase!

“Make your own
sunshine.”
-Parker

3

Family
Fun

Night

St. Martha Catholic School families gathered for our
Giant Games Galore Family Fun Night.
Everyone enjoyed giant games such as Connect Four,
checkers, football toss and Kerplunk. Prizes were
handed out for the winner of the Dr. Suess dress-up
event, and the cakewalk was a big hit as players
strutted around the FLC.
Our amazing Family Fun Night committee put on the
whole event, while Student Ambassadors helped man
the games. Thank you to all who volunteered to make
this event a giant success!

Menchie’s Spirit Night
Look whom we found at our Menchie’s Crusader Spirit Event!
All of our Crusaders who visited Menchie’s during our
Crusader Spirit Event had a great time sampling new fallinspired flavors while visiting with friends. They also helped
support our school and our great community partner,
Menchie’s. Next time you visit Menchie’s Kingwood, please
remember to say thank you from SMCS!
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Kindergarten
Our Kindergarten classes are thriving and bustling with lots of new
discoveries. During our Johnny Appleseed week, we discovered
many new facts about apples. We liked bringing in our own
apples and making homemade apple sauce. Our garden is our
latest discovery. We have planted broccoli, cauliflower, carrots, beets, radishes, lettuce,
and flowers. We have our calendars marked when all the vegetables should be mature,
and we are waiting patiently. The students
already have ideas of how they are going to
cook and eat them! Fourth graders did an
experiment with worms and let the
Kindergarteners see and feel the worms.
Then we put the worms in our garden and
discovered they keep our soil healthy and
our plants happy.
Special thank yous to

Kingwood Garden Center
for donating the plants

and Kirsch Landscaping
for donating the soil.

Middle School Math

8th Grade: We will be working with both positive and negative
decimals in equations. We will also be using all operations to solve and
to write word problems to equations. Next, we will be learning the Laws
of Exponents, simplifying fractions that contain variables, and scientific
notation of whole numbers and decimals. Our eighth graders have worked so hard and
have been successful despite the time away for the eighth grade trip and high school tours.
7th Grade: Fractions, fractions and more fractions! Not always a favorite among our seventh
grade friends, but necessary. Seventh graders will be using all operations with positive and
negative fractions. It is always beneficial to provide cooking lessons and any other fractional
measurement situations to help in the complete understanding.
6th Grade: Sixth graders have been learning how to correctly write steps to solving
equations. They have also been learning how to write an equation from a word problem,
write an algebraic expression from words, and are becoming more familiar with variables.
All grades should practice their math facts!!! Quizzes and tests will continue throughout the year.
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Middle School Science
Sixth graders are currently studying how the Earth changes
through different cycles. Just when students thought they were
done learning about the water cycle, they explore the beauty
of it one more time! Look in the hall
for their creative stories of their lives as
a drop of water!
Seventh graders are finalizing weather and climate. Students
collected and analyzed data and now are drawing their
conclusions about how easy or difficult it is to predict weather.
They are also determining how weather differs from climate.
Eighth graders prepared for egg drop
time! Students "cracked up" this year
when they had to use Newton's laws
to explain why their egg didn't break
even though there was enough force
calculated to break the egg. It was
an "eggciting" time having Mr. Norman and Mrs. Lewis do the
official drops from the roof this year!

Students in middle school literature are
learning root words derived from Greek/Latin
words. Learning these help the students
become more successful in learning new vocabulary while reading in all subjects. Ask your
middle school students what the root hydra means—hopefully, they can tell you.

Middle School Literature

All middle schoolers are beginning their first novels. Eighth graders are reading The Miracle
Worker and learning about dramas as this book is written as a play. They are working in literature
circles to discuss the assigned reading. They also have assigned jobs in which their work is shared
with the other members of the group. These jobs include the definer, the recorder, the
summarizer, the illustrator, and the terminator.
Seventh graders are learning background material on the Holocaust before beginning the
memoir Night. We have discussed the Pyramid of Hate and how hate escalates into violence
and finally genocide if it isn't stopped. Students have written a paper on how our Christianity
goes against everything on the pyramid. They were to use examples from Scripture to write this
paper.
Christmas has arrived for our sixth graders as they are beginning A Christmas Carol. Again,
background knowledge was needed to understand the era of Victorian England. Students
worked in groups to learn about Dicken's London, rich and poor in Victorian times, Charles
Dickens, facts about the story through the ages, and Victorian Christmases. All students learn
that understanding background before reading helps in understanding the story.
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Middle School Religion

Middle School Religion students are working on saint projects in class.
Grade 6 students were each assigned a saint. They had to find five interesting facts about them
from the Saints and Angels website. Students then transformed a coloring sheet of their saint
into a stained glass window. Ask your child about his or her given saint and what they found out
about that saint! The "stained glass" will be hanging in the middle school hallway throughout
November.
Grade 7 students are still working on their Communion of Saints posters. They have chosen a
canonized saint, someone that has died, and someone living who are all an example of Christ
to them. Ask them about all three and why they have included these people on their posters.
Come see their posters in the middle school hallway during November.
Grade 8 students have done a superb job on their saint storybooks. Dressed as their saints, they
presented their stories in the younger grades on October 27. Hopefully, this gave our younger
Crusaders ideas about their upcoming Saints Procession. Their storybooks will be on display in
the school library during November. Great job, Grade 8—so proud of you!
Advent projects are next up!!

Middle School English

Mrs. Shurtleff's middle school
English students have recently
submitted essays for the University of St.
Thomas Essay Contest. Students chose
from the following topics:
Write about a person affiliated with
your school who is an example of faith,
knowledge, and service.
Reflect on Mother Teresa's quote, "Not
all of us can do great things, but we
can all do small things with great love."
Tell how Katie Ledecky or Simone Biles
are great examples of the effects of
living a Catholic life.

Middle School Social Studies
Election time is upon us.
The 8th graders are hard at work readying for the
in-school election to be held on November 7. We
are getting all the students registered, getting the
voting stations prepared, and learning about how
the election process decides our leaders. The
chairpersons for our elections this year are Joe
Mundell, Riley Villareal, and Parker Manning. The
other officers on the election committees are Allissa
Altman, MacKenzie Kelley, Alexis Cox, Landen
Smith, AnaSofia Aragon, Leah Lucas, and Moira
Dodge.

If you could interview a martyr, what
would you ask him? How do you
imagine that he would respond?

Our 6th graders are hard at work learning about
the Eastern Mediterranean nations such as Turkey,
Israel, and Saudi Arabia.

Finalists will be invited to an awards
ceremony and Mass at the CoCathedral of the Sacred Heart in
January.

The 7th graders are doing an in-class project in
which they will teach their peers about the cultures
and traditions of the early Texas settlers around the
time when Texas was a Republic.
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Development Updates
What is #GivingTuesday?
Founded in 2012, #GivingTuesday is a movement to support giving back at the start of the holiday season. Following in the footsteps of Black Friday and Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday is
building a tradition of giving. On Tuesday, November 29, 2016, the world will come together to
celebrate and encourage charitable activities.
What We're Doing
This year, St. Martha Catholic School is collecting donations in the school office and online at
http://bidpal.net/crusadeforexcellence .
All proceeds benefit The Crusade for Excellence Fund.
What You Can Do
The possibilities are endless but we hope you'll support St. Martha Catholic School by
making a donation at http://bidpal.net/crusadeforexcellence or in the school office.
Consider sharing why you are participating in #GivingTuesday on social media.
Forward our giving site to your friends and family so they can get involved, too.
Don’t Forget About Our Incentives
Every family that donates $25 on or before #GivingTuesday, November 29,
earns a free shoe and sock day for each student in the family.
Every family that donates $100 on or before #GivingTuesday, November 29,
earns five free shoe and sock days for each student in the family.

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know Gypsy
Blooms offers a portion of
sales to SMCS each time
you place an order and
mention SMCS?
Please visit www.gypsy-blooms.com or call 832-412-9584 to
place a floral order and mention SMCS while ordering.
Gypsy Blooms offers floral arrangements for all types of
occasions.
______________________
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For more information on our Rebate and Redemption programs
please contact Christy Villarreal at villarrealc@stmarthacs.org
or Mary Hays at maryarro@hotmail.com.
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