December 17, 2016

From the Principal
Greetings Families and Friends of St. Martha,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!!

Mission
The Mission of St.
Martha Catholic School
is to provide a quality
education sharing in the
total Catholic formation
of each person by
developing mind, heart
and spirit.

Right Choice
Lesson

It seems that the Christmas Season just comes around faster and faster each
year. Advent is a time of waiting and preparation so over the years this time
has been the period that helps us stop, pray, and slow down just a bit.
Involvement in the church helps us realize that Advent comes before Christmas
and that God invites us to spend more reflective time in His presence.
All of the traditions that each family establishes make a difference as the
children get older. The Mass that you always go to for Christmas, the dinner the
family eats together, the way your family trims the tree and house are all ways
that traditions are kept going year after year. But the thing everyone
remembers most about Christmas is the Christmas Spirit. Festive songs and
decorations help us see celebration, but what we remember longest is the spirit
of the season.
Have you ever wondered what that really is? Think back over the years of your
own childhood and you will try to do some of those same things with your
children to capture that same feeling again. It is harder as we grow into adults,
but it can still be a special feeling. The “Christmas Spirit” seems to stem from
family time—special things you did with your family or a family member. The
gifts we receive do not give us that feeling alone, it is more the events we
participate in that keep a special place in our hearts and memories. It is great to
gather with family and friends who are in a good mood and spend time laughing
and creating memories for the future. We hope all of you feel the “Christmas
Spirit” this year. Praise God for all the blessings we receive each day and
especially at Christmas. Just think of the special feeling God must have when
each year we celebrate the gift He gave us through His son, Jesus Christ.

The Right Choice
lesson for
the month of
December is
CHARITY.

During this Christmas season all of the staff at St. Martha Catholic School wish
you a very Blessed Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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“The past few years I have had the pleasure of coordinating volunteers for our SMCS
St. Vincent DePaul Advent Service project. This year I was not able to coordinate, but
came early on Friday morning to help set up for the students to fill the boxes with the
donated items. When we arrived most everything was done. The seventh grade
Student Ambassadors had done most of the work by collecting the items and setting
up to assemble the gift boxes and cards that each classroom had made. I couldn't help
but think of how fortunate John is to be a student at St Martha's where academic
preparation, programs, and a service-oriented culture leads to young people with
greater confidence, compassion, and a sense of appreciation for what God has blessed
them with.”

Mrs. Tina Lewis
Principal

- Jenny Meyer, SMCS parent

Crusader World

Mind • Heart • Spirit

SMCS students Nicole Forkel and Olivia Licona, along with former
SMCS student Carolina Barrios Trejo, had the desire in their hearts to
help those less fortunate, and took a “stand” for mercy! The girls
hosted a lemonade and treats stand over the Halloween weekend and
chose to donate their profits to benefit the clients of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society St. Martha Conference.
SVDP volunteers Bob Reilly and Pete
Weber gratefully accepted the girls’
donation and shared with the girls how much their kindness and generosity
means to our community brothers and sisters in Christ who need our love
and support. We are very proud of Nicole, Olivia, and Carolina for cheerfully
and selflessly giving their time and profits to help those in need!
SMCS Alumni Peyton Manning ’11 received the high honor this fall of TOP TEN
FRESHMAN in recognition of her many accomplishments during her first year at
the University of Tulsa. Peyton was named to the President’s Honor Roll with her
first year 4.0 GPA and was the recipient of five scholarships for her achievements
in several areas including academics, leadership, and music. Peyton has been
highly involved in the Catholic Newman Center at TU including attending
catechesis classes, daily Mass, FOCUS Bible studies and by invitation attending a
FOCUS missionaries Student Leadership Summit. She demonstrates her
leadership skills through key roles in Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity and Women
in Business organizations and as a University Ambassador.
We are proud of Peyton for continuing to use her gifts and
talents 100 percent just as she did as a student at SMCS!
Just days after the historic presidential election, SMCS alumni Margaret Jardine ’13,
Lynsey Lucas ’13, and Julie Phillips ’13 traveled to our nation’s capital with other
Incarnate Word Academy seniors to get an inside look at democracy in action. The
students traveled with the Close Up High School Program, a nonprofit, nonpartisan
educational organization which aims to inform, inspire and empower young people
to exercise the rights and accept the responsibilities of citizens in a democracy. We
are proud of these young ladies for joining their faith and knowledge with their
concern for the future of our rights and freedoms both religious and secular!
We welcome all news from our current students, families, and SMCS graduates about their involvement in the
world beyond the hallways of SMCS! Please share with us special life moments (marriages, births, graduations, etc.), service
work, community involvement, accomplishments (in academics, sports, fine arts, scouts, ministries, leadership, etc.) We are
proud of our wonderful SMCS students and graduates and want to share their good news! Please email questions,
information, and pictures to lucasl@stmarthacs.org. WE ARE CRUSADER PROUD!!
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Crusaders of the Month

Pre-K

Lucy Jamison

Pre-K

Noah Dement

Pre-K

Olivia Gidley

Congratulations to our SMCS Crusaders of the Month!

K

Max Young

What makes a student a Crusader of the Month? The candidates for
Crusader of the Month should exemplify the characteristics of the
Right Choice Lesson for the month. Students should be hard workers
in all aspects of academics and possess and demonstrate a positive
attitude towards their classmates as well as their teachers. Students
should be well-behaved in structured and non-structured settings and
should show responsibility in their work as well as their actions.

K

Bella Garcia

1

Lorelei Wilson

1

Stephan Petruncio

2

Matthew Julian

2

Addy Stevens

3

Caroline Morris

3

Madilyn Thibodeaux

4

Macy Augustine

5

Robert Castaneda

5

Lynette Pinto

6

Grace Kelly

6

MK Bena

7

Chloe Ditges

7

Evan Hebert

8

Leah Lucas

8

Charlie Jardine

Right Choice for November: Reverence

Thank you to all of Santa’s elves who
made it possible for our Beta Club to
offer our students the opportunity to
shop for that special gift for their
friends and family. Santa’s shop was filled with beautiful religious gifts, fun toys, Christmas
decorations, items hand made by Beta students, and many other great gifts. The proceeds of
this annual tradition help our Beta students attend the National Jr. Beta Club state convention,
where our students showcase their skills and talents as they compete against other students from
across Texas.

SMCS Beta Club

Many hands and much work are required to make Santa’s
Secret Shop happen. Beta students and parent volunteers
have been working many months preparing for this major
Beta fundraiser. A big Crusader thank you to Jodi Diamond
for coordinating the event from beginning to end and to all
the other parent volunteers for their many hours of time
shared: Monica Aragon, Kristi Augustine, Maria Anzures,
Yvonne Bena, Kelly Chesnut, John Cox, Monique Dennis,
Kelly Eakin, Jennifer Farace, Kelty Ferguson, Kathy Kirk,
Samantha Leger, Kristen Manning, Dagmar Pinto, Marlene
Reyna, Illiana Saucedo, and Christa Wilson.
The members of the Beta Club also thank our families for
their support of Santa’s Secret Shop and wish them a very
Merry Christmas and a blessed 2017!
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SMCS Crusader Basketball
The SMCS Crusader basketball teams are halfway through their season!
All of the teams are focusing on learning competitive plays, layups, and free throws
in order to come back in January and make it to the playoffs!
Many thanks to all of the coaches for their constant gifts of time and talent!
Coach Codie Foster, Coach Doug Maraffa, Coach Mark Snyder, Coach Rod Lee,
Coach Mary Hays, Coach Scott Ferguson and Coach Manny Aragon! As
volunteers, they give all of our athletes so much of their personal time from their jobs
and families. We hope that Santa will be good to them this year!

Merry Christmas from the Athletic Department!

Spanish club had a fun
December meeting painting
little wooden turtle figures and
learning Spanish.
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St. Vincent de Paul Advent Service Project
THANK YOU for your generous support of our annual Advent
Service project benefiting the clients of the St. Martha Conference
of St. Vincent de Paul!

Your response to the appeal for necessary household products to
be gifted to families in our community in need was
overwhelming! With your donations, we were able to fill 29
Christmas boxes that were beautifully decorated by our students
and also present boxes of extra items for those larger families who
will be seeking assistance. In addition, over $900 of gift cards were
received that will be given to the 30+ recipient families to help
them purchase a turkey and other fixings for their Christmas dinner!
It was heartwarming to hear all our students from PreK through
Grade 8 express such warm compassion and understanding of
the needs of those who have not been as financially blessed as
they.
A very special THANK YOU to the awesome parent volunteers
who gave the gift of time to assist our students in filling the
Christmas boxes: Monica Aragon, Jeremy Aranda, Kristi
Augustine, Kelly Eakin, Stephanie Flores, Katherine Kirk, Samantha
Leger, Jenny Meyer, Marlene Reyna, and Rawa Toumeh.

Our SMCS family truly demonstrates the generosity of service
and hospitality to our parish and community!
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Kindergarten

December has been so busy with
many art projects, but a lot of learning
has been taking place in our
classrooms too. We have been
distinguishing between our needs and wants with the
Christmas spirit. The prayer table is one of the most popular
centers because of the hands on manger scenes with
moveable figures. In addition to Christmas puzzles, making
Christmas sentences from our December themed
flashcards and our high frequency flashcards are a huge
hit. Each student loves going to the writing center to draw,
stamp, and use stickers to illustrate their words or
sentences. We hope you are seeing some of this at home!

Mrs. Shurtleff's middle school English students have recently entered the "Do the Write
Thing" Essay Contest. Students were asked to reflect upon the following three
questions: How has violence affected my life? What are the causes of violence? What
can I do about violence? Students discussed that violence is any attempt to intentionally
harm another, whether it be physical or verbal. They also discussed that violence can
range from mild forms, such as name calling and bullying,
to severe forms, such as murder and war. Each year,
students enter this essay contest and respond to the same
three questions. The classes discussed the importance of
today's students contemplating solutions to this problem,
for they hold the power to solve or prohibit tomorrow's
conflicts. We also discussed the idea that we only hold the
power to recognize and conquer any form of "hate" that
we find within ourselves. All in all, we decided that, that is
where the solution must lie.
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Middle School Literature
Merry Christmas from middle school literature.
All three classes are reading their first novels of the year. Sixth grade has journeyed back
into time to Victorian England by reading A Christmas Carol. They are learning Charles
Dickens was the master of storytelling through his writing. The students can now picture
the three spirits as Mr. Dickens wanted them to look and not from what the students have
seen on TV. Students are learning how Mr. Dickens used figurative language to get his
ideas across. They are also learning how some novels are timeless due to the author's
writing style.
Seventh grade spent four weeks learning the details of the
Holocaust. They researched the causes, the sanctions against
the Jews, and the propaganda used to persuade almost an
entire nation to hate. Students created their very own Memorial
Holocaust Museum on the bridge between school
buildings. We are very proud of their work. Now they are taking
that background information with them to help understand the
memoir, Night. They will use what they learned to understand
Elie Wiesel's horrific experiences which he endured at different
concentration camps.

Eighth grade will finish up their drama unit by comparing and
contrasting the play The Miracle Worker to its film
adaptation. Students experienced what it was like not to be
able to see and rely just on a partner. They researched both Helen Keller and Annie
Sullivan to learn their backgrounds. We then read the play and found the various drama
elements we discussed before reading. We will take a virtual field trip to a Broadway play
after the holidays to see an example of an actual play.

As Tiny Tim says in this Christmas season, "God bless Us, Every one!”
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Middle School Religion
Middle School has been busy, busy, busy! Along with
winding up Unit 2 in all grade levels, we have stayed busy
with Advent projects. Sixth Grade students found a verse
for their Old Testament character and designed an
ornament to go on the middle school hallway Jesse Tree.
Grade 7 students were busily designing their own Advent
calendars. We are hoping to use them with our families during Advent 2017 (Can you
believe we are saying 2017?)! Eighth graders designed O Antiphon banners for the
hallway.

Did you know the O Antiphons come from the prophet Isaiah and are said in the Liturgy
of the Hours from December 17 to December 23rd? We sing them during Advent when
we sing, O Come, O Come Emmanuel. They are:
December 17
O Wisdom "The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the
Lord, and His delight shall be the fear of the Lord." Is.11:2-3
December 18
O Adonai "For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; He it is
who will save us." Is.33:22
December 19
O Root of Jesse "But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud
shall blossom." Is 11:1
December 20
O Key of David "His dominion is vast and forever peaceful. Upon David's throne, and over
his kingdom, which he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice, both now and
forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!" Is 9:6
December 21
O Morning Star "The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those
who lived in a land of gloom a light has shone." Is9:5
December 22
O King of the Nations "For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon His shoulder
dominion rests. They name Him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of
Peace." Is9:5
December 23
O Emmanuel "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign; the young women, pregnant
and about to bear a son, shall name Him Emmanuel." Is7:14

As the days get more hectic, gather the family around the Advent wreath
and take thirty seconds to just breath and recite the O Antiphons!
You will be surprised how refreshed you feel!!
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Don’t miss out on our exciting Steps for Students New Year’s Party!!
Every student that has signed up for Steps for Students by Tuesday,
January 3, 2017, will be invited to the Activity Center on Thursday,
January 4, 2017, for milk, cookies, and a celebration. In addition, all
students who register this year will be called by name to the office
during announcements to receive a special “fun run” spirit stick.
Steps for Students is a 5K run/walk organized by the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
for all Catholic schools taking place at 8 a.m. on February 18, 2017, at the Co-Cathedral
of the Sacred Heart (1111 St. Joseph Pkwy, Houston, TX 77002). Father Richard will be
there again this year racing our students!
Register for the St. Martha Catholic School team online!

http://steps4students.racepartner.com/Fundraising16/StMarthaSchool
Registration is $15 per person until February 1, 2017.
Once you have registered for the event,
you can share your page with your family and friends.

If you have any questions,
please contact Cortney Waguespack
at waguespackc@stmarthacs.org.

Middle School
Election behind us and Christmas at our door, Middle School is
completed their Midterms. So far this year the breadth of Middle
School Social Studies has covered everything from Ancient
Mesopotamia to the Alamo.
The sixth graders will be recapping everything from the Five
Themes of Geography, World Governments and Economies to
specific country/culture studies of Ancient Civilizations as well as
the modern Middle East and Eastern Mediterranean.
The seventh graders will also be reviewing the basic elements of
geography all the way through the Texas Revolution.
Our eighth graders began the year learning about the early
“American” civilizations as well as the earliest explorers like
Vikings and have learned about our government as well as the
birth of our nation.
We look forward to the new year which will bring the likes of the
African continent, Texas joining the United States, and the
development of our great new nation.
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Development Updates
Our school goal is to reach 100% commitment through a pledge and contribution!
So far we have raised $64,855 with 56% parent participation.
Donations can now be made online at http://bidpal.net/crusadeforexcellence.

If SMCS reaches 100% commitment
by May 1, 2017,
the entire student body will receive
a FREE DRESS DAY on May 18, 2017.
Since contributions will be made per family,
all students in the family will receive credit for their
class, grade, and school participation.
Pledges may be paid through June 30, 2017.
______________________
St Martha Catholic School
2411 Oak Shores Drive
Kingwood, Texas 77339
T 281.358.5523
F 281.358.5526
www.stmarthacs.org

For questions or more information contact
Development Director
Cortney Waguespack at
waguespackc@stmarthacs.org.
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