March 23, 2017

From the Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St. Martha,

Mission
St. Martha Catholic School
provides an excellent
Catholic education by
developing mind, heart,
and spirit as we share
in community to form
witnesses who transform
the world.

Right Choice
Lesson

The Right Choice
lesson for
the month of
March is
SPORTSMANSHIP.
St Martha Catholic School
2411 Oak Shores Drive
Kingwood, Texas 77339
T 281.358.5523
F 281.358.5526
www.stmarthacs.org

Almost everyone in Texas went on Spring Break last week. If you went out of state, I hope
you were lucky enough to have visited at a time when that state’s schools were still in session,
so vacation locations were hopefully not super crowded. If you did travel, we pray that your
journey was safe and everyone has returned ready to finish the school year. It has been a
warm “winter” so we pray our spring is at normal temperatures and illnesses will be kept in
check.

The St. Martha Catholic School Annual Casino Night and Auction is just around the corner.
This year’s event will be held at the Kingwood Country Club on Saturday, April 1, 2017. The
Backyard Barbeque theme denotes a more relaxed event this year with a very affordable
ticket price of $60. We hope to fill the tables and provide food, fun, and fellowship for our
school families and friends. The Bidpal website is open 24 hours for ticket purchases and
information. This year the school will be holding a Tuition Raffle as part of the Casino Night.
The winner of this raffle will claim tuition for one student for the 2017-2018 school year.
There are a limited number of tickets available when this opens on the Bidpal website, so stay
tuned to your Flocknotes later this week.
This Lenten season reminds us that God waits for us. During Advent, we await Jesus’ birth,
but Lent is the time that Jesus gives everything of himself and he waits for us to accept his
sacrifice and his love. He offers us forgiveness for the things we think, say, do, and fail to do.
Fr. Richard reminded everyone at the Ash Wednesday school Mass that the ashes mark our
foreheads to remind us to say “We are sorry”. It is a great time for each of us to put into
practice saying “I’m sorry” to those who we may have hurt with our words or actions.
Sometimes people are hurt when we don’t use our words or act in a contrite manner or at an
appropriate time. We want God to forgive us for our sins, and in turn we must forgive those
who sin against us as the Our Father prayer tells us. Lent is a wonderful time to take away the
stress that sin burdens our heart and soul with each day.
There are some fantastic things that have happened at our school since the last Crusader was
published. We hope you look at all the pictures and articles that the teachers and Ms.
Hutchinson have assembled for your reading enjoyment. These are just highlights of the many
activities that take place at St. Martha each week.
Mrs. Tina Lewis
Principal
“We chose to give our daughters a Catholic education at St. Martha Catholic
School because we know that the Christian values that they are taught there
are consistent with what we teach at home. We believe the spiritual and
Catholic faith formation they receive at school is as important as their
academic education in their preparation for life. The sacrifices made to
provide their education at SMCS are well worth it as we know every school
day we leave them in an environment that is safe, faith-filled, and
academically challenging. We see the beautiful, faithful, and communityminded young women they have become and are grateful for the impact
SMCS has had in their development and formation.”
- Kelly and Willie Chesnut, SMCS Parents
(current student and alumna)

Crusader World

Mind • Heart • Spirit

SMCS student Carson Chesnut celebrated her 14th birthday in a
fun way that also demonstrated her generous heart. Carson
invited friends including both SMCS seventh grade classes to a
party at Paintball Zone. In lieu of gifts, Carson accepted over
$600 to donate toward Fr. Richard’s Steps for Students
fundraising page! Fr. Richard was unable to participate in the
party due to commitments in the parish, but he stopped by for a
quick visit and picture
with the group!
SMCS is proud of Carson for her spirited
decision to encourage others to donate to
support Fr. Richard, SMCS, and Catholic
education rather than accepting gifts for
herself!

SMCS Alumnus Ryan Deitz ’13 was honored recently as one of four St. Thomas High
School students who received the distinction of being the charter members of the GDK
Honor Roll. Ryan was recognized at the Catholic School’s Week Mass celebrating
STHS’ patron St. Thomas Aquinas. The GDK Honor Roll
was established to recognize STHS students who are
genuine examples of the GDK honor code which states:
“As a man of St. Thomas I uphold our honor through
goodness, discipline and knowledge and I lead my
brothers to do the same.” Ryan was recognized for his
talent, strength, dedication, and discipline in choir which
led him to represent STHS in both the region and state
competitions.
SMCS is proud of Ryan for making the most of his God-given talents and leading others
to do the same!

We welcome all news from our current students, families, and SMCS graduates about
their involvement in the world beyond the hallways of SMCS! Please share with us special life moments (marriages, births, graduations, etc.), service work, community involvement, accomplishments (in
academics, sports, fine arts, scouts, ministries, leadership, etc.) We are proud of our wonderful SMCS
students and graduates and want to share this with our community. Please email questions, in-

formation, and pictures to lucasl@stmarthacs.org.

BE CRUSADER PROUD – SHARE YOUR GOOD NEWS!!
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Crusaders of the Month

Pre-K

Dregon Roses

Pre-K

Mitchell Birkholz

Pre-K

Aubrey Gonzalez

Pre-K

Alexander Cantu

Congratulations to our SMCS Crusaders of the Month!

K

Lianna Bolivar

What makes a student a Crusader of the Month? The candidates
for Crusader of the Month should exemplify the characteristics of
the Right Choice Lesson for the month. Students should be hard
workers in all aspects of academics and possess and demonstrate
a positive attitude towards their classmates as well as their
teachers. Students should be well-behaved in structured and nonstructured settings and should show responsibility in their work as
well as their actions.

K

Riley Sullivan

1

Kaitlyn Nguyen

1

Sadie Augustine

2

Owen Haines

2

Abby Wolfe

3

TiClo Laroche

3

Maegan Sexton

4

Neina Greene

4

Avalyn Day

5

Andrew Dennis

5

Hayden Coogan

6

Claire McTaggart

6

Josh Brammer

7

Gabby Norman

7

Claire Lifrieri

8

Grace Guillory

8

Alissa Altman

Right Choice for February: Self-Discipline

Chess Team
St. Martha will be hosting the Archdiocesan fourth annual Catholic School Chess Championship
Tournament on Saturday, May 6. This year’s tournament may have as many as 17 teams
competing along with our SMCS Chess Team, so lots of volunteers will be needed to show our
guests our wonderful SMCS hospitality!
If you are interested in volunteering to be a part of this special event, please attend one of the
two informal planning meetings being held on Monday, March 27, at 11:30 a.m. in the school
library and Tuesday, March 28, at 6:30 p.m. in the Borski Activity Room.

Chess Club
Our Chess Club members participate in tournaments here at
SMCS competing with other members of our own club
members. All members play a double elimination series.
Congratulations to all the participants and the winners of our
most recent tournament play:
First Place: Joshua Timmer
Second Place: Zane Simko
Third Place: Nathan Simko
Fourth Place: Sara Aultman
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Knights of Columbus

Free Throw Contest Finals
Two St. Martha students traveled to San Antonio for the
Knights of Columbus State Finals Free Throw contest
earlier this month. We are very proud of Sophia Hays
who place 2nd in the state in her age group and
Anora Lee who placed third in hers—while shooting
with her left hand due to her injured right hand!
Way to go, girls!

Town Center Mardi Gras Parade
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Beta Club Convention
THANK YOU to all the Beta Club members whose many hours of service earned them the
opportunity to attend the National Jr. Beta Club Texas State Convention in February. Your time
and talents shared with our school, parish, and community were greatly appreciated by those
who benefited from your generous service.
CONGRATULATIONS to all the Beta members who competed in the state convention
competitions. The hard work and commitment of every member who entered into one of the
events to qualify for convention is commendable. Our SMCS students had an excellent showing
at this year’s convention topped off by the election of Gabby Norman as the Beta state vicepresident!
A special thank you to Beta Club sponsors, Mrs. Henry and Ms. Sander, and all the volunteer
sponsors and chaperones who gave countless hours with our Beta members to help them in the
state competitions!
Ana Sofia Aragon: Second Place-Digital Art
Allissa Altman: Third Place-Language Arts
Lily Watkins, Carson Chesnut, Alex Varela, Charlie

Jardine,
Quinn Keeler, Matt Stevens, Sophia Simmons, Mackenzie
Kelley: Second Place-Tower of Power
Anna Saucedo: Second Place-Sculpture
Chloe Adu, Allissa Altman, Alex Benedict, Sienna Bryan,
Moira Dodge, Grace Guillory, Mackenzie Kelly, Leah Lucas,
and Katherine Speyerer: Scrapbook Finalist
Luke Leger, Landon Smith, Ricky Martinez, and Quinn
Keeler: Quiz Bowl Finalist
Gabby Norman: National Jr. Beta Club State Vice-President
We are Crusader proud of our
SMCS National Jr. Beta Club members!
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Pre-K: Salomonsson
This month in Pre-K3 we will be learning the letters Ii, Xx,
and Yy plus the numbers 8 and 9. We are also learning
the color purple and the cross shape and reviewing the
oval shape. We really enjoyed our Mardi Gras parade!

Pre-K: Castillo

The mighty, tiny Crusaders of room 102A have been
busy in the months of February and March. We
have celebrated St. Valentine’s Day, Mardi Gras, Dr.
Seuss' birthday, and Rodeo Day. Please take a look
at our wall of work and enjoy the attached
photos. Thank you to all the parents who shared the
gifts of time, talent, and food items for a special Dr.
Seuss snack. Hope you had a safe and blessed
Spring Break!
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Pre-K: Jaspe
3 days PreK4’s love hands-on activities.

Pre-K: Prisco
Ms. Prisco's students finished their unit on presidents. We
talked about the lives of George Washington and Abe
Lincoln and completed activities focusing on these great
presidents. Our activities included creating replicas of
Washington's cherry tree, his three cornered hat, and the
quarter. We also made our own versions of Lincoln's black
hat and the penny.
The themes we are learning in March are St. Patrick's Day,
spring, and insects. The color of the month is purple, and
the shape is the oval. We celebrated Rodeo Day and
dressed up in western wear too.
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First Grade

First Graders have been busy preparing for their
first IOWA achievement next week. We are
reviewing everything we have learned so far this
year.
In math, we are completing a chapter in
geometry. Using shapes,
learning symmetry, and finding
coordinates on a grid have
been really fun. In science, we
have been learning about
animals and their survival. We
are emphasizing the meaning
of Lent and attending the
Stations of the Cross on Fridays.

Second Grade
Wow, it’s hard to believe that we are now
getting so close to becoming third graders!
We have almost competed the entire
cursive alphabet, and many of us have
already received our cursive licenses.
We are mastering both double digit
addition and subtraction and becoming
experts on money and time.
Our second graders have really enjoyed
our Junior Achievement sessions with Mrs.
Byrne and are very proud of the
certificates we just earned! We will greatly
miss our lessons with her about how money
travels in a community.
We look forward to many second grade
traditions such as our Flat Stanley Project
and our annual retreat to Circle Lake.
Our very First Holy Communion is just
around the corner, and we can hardly
wait!
8

Third Grade

Third graders have been
working hard on our animal
habitat project. Each student
researched an animal and its habitat. They created a flip book
about their animal that showcased the animal’s diet, food chain,
and other information about their habitat. Our students showed their
creativity by recreating their animal and its habitat for the diorama.
The projects turned out great!

Fourth Grade

The fourth graders learned about sound - vibration , pitch and

volume in science class. Their test was to make an instrument
using what they had learned. The students had to show that their
instruments could change both pitch and volume. They
demonstrated this by playing a song. The students did an
amazing job with their creative instruments. Making a joyful noise
was heard throughout the hallways. Mrs. Garnica's second grade
class joined in the fun.
Fourth grade students are also very busy learning division in math
class. Knowing their math facts became very important in this
process. Putting things in sequential order is one of the many skills
that 4th graders need to learn. They read many stories and then
put the items in a sequence. To finish that skill, students wrote the
sequence of blowing up balloons. The directions were then
handed to another student to see if he or she could blow up the
balloon. What sounded as an easy assignment turned out to be
more difficult than they expected!!
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Fifth Grade

The fifth graders were quite busy the week before Spring
Break presenting their science fair projects to their
classmates. The science fair was Thursday, March 9, and
the winners are:
1st place - Mackenzie Young
2nd place - Riley Bocklage
3rd place - Jacob Verret
4th place - Mackenzie Furman
Mackenzie Young and Riley Bocklage will represent St.
Martha at the archdiocesan fair later this year.
Congratulations to all of the students for their hard work
in this amazing learning experience.

Stations of the Cross
We invite you to participate with our
Grade 1-8 students as they pray the
Stations of the Cross in the Activity
Center this Lenten season. We will
gather on the following dates for this
devotion that commemorates the final
journey of Jesus Christ to Calvary:
Friday, March 24:
12:50 p.m.
Friday, March 31:
1:20 p.m.
Friday, April 7:
9:00 a.m.
Thursday, April 13:
10:20 a.m.
(Holy Thursday)
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Development Updates
THANK YOU to all who supported St. Martha Catholic
School at Steps for Students.
CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs. Kaden’s class and Mrs.
Castillo’s class who tied for having the most
participants in this year’s Steps for Students Walk/Run.

Don’t forget about our Box
Top contest. Send in your Box
Tops now! At the conclusion
of the contest period, there
will be one hallway winner.
April 15 is the final day of our
collection period, and it is just
around the corner. If you
have any questions regarding
our rebate and redemption
programs, please contact
Mary Hays at
maryarro@hotmail.com.

St Martha Catholic School
2411 Oak Shores Drive
Kingwood, Texas 77339
T 281.358.5523
F 281.358.5526
www.stmarthacs.org

Mark your calendar!

______________________
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