
   

 
 

Greetings Friends and Families of St. Martha, 

As we prepare for Easter, I want to share with you some of the readings the school uses for our Stations 
of the Cross each Friday.  The questions brought forth provide wonderful reflections not just for Lent, but 
also year round. The space here is limited so I will name the station and write down the reflection for 
each station. I hope you will use these reflections to help your prayer formation during Holy Week. 

Station 1 Jesus is Condemned to Death  
Do I accept responsibility for my actions? Do I rush to accuse others? Have I been responsible for 
someone being punished for something they did not do or untruthful about what I did or did not do?  

Station 2 Jesus Takes Up His Cross 
Do I make fun of others because of their race or religion? Do I look for ways to avoid doing chores at 
home? My work? Do I stay in bed on Sunday morning instead of going to Mass? 

Station 3 Jesus Falls the First Time 
Do I give up on things when they get difficult, even though I know AI could finish the job if I tried? Do I 
grumble and fight with my family? Do I cause trouble if things do not go as I want them to? 

Station 4 Jesus Meets His Mother, Mary 
When I know someone is unhappy, do I try to make them feel better? Do I respect and obey my parents/
family? Do I look for ways to help them? Do I show them I appreciate what they do for me? 

Station 5 Simon of Cyrene Helps Jesus Carry the Cross 
Do I look for ways to help others instead of waiting to be asked? Does someone have to force me to 
help? Do I share my things with others? 

Station 6 Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus 
Do I stand up for someone being picked on, even though I might be ridiculed? Do I go out of my way to 
be nice to someone who not part of my crowd? Do I try to make others feel welcome? 

Station 7 Jesus Falls a Second Time 
Do I make fun of people I know who are having a hard time? Do I act like a bully, being mean so I can 
feel powerful? Have I been responsible for someone else falling into sin? 

Station 8 Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem 
Do I put the needs of others before my own? Do I stand up for my faith even when it might mean being 
different from the crowd? Do I try my best to comfort those I know are sad and lonely? 

Station 9 Jesus Falls the Third Time 
Do I finish what I start? Do I encourage others to keep trying? Do I work hard with the talents God gave 
me? Have I said “thank you” to God for my gifts and abilities? 

Station 10 Jesus is Stripped of His Clothing 
Do I show mercy to those who are suffering? Do I make an effort to help elderly neighbors and relatives? 
Do I put too much emphasis on my clothes, hoping to impress my friends or others? 

Station 11 Jesus is Nailed to the Cross 
Have I been responsible for someone else’s pain? Do I defend the rights of others? Am I always ready to 
forgive those who have hurt me?  

Station 12 Jesus Dies on the Cross 
Do I try to protect members of my family, especially my younger brothers and sisters? Do I show respect 
for life: Do I accept and help those who have disabilities? 

Station 13 Jesus is Taken Down From the Cross 
Do I appreciate the way my family tries to help me? Do I show my love for them by my actions? Do I try 
to make my home a peaceful place? 

Station 14 Jesus Is Placed in the Tomb 
Do I share what I have with my friends? Do I respect my own body by keeping away from things I know 
are bad for me? 

Mrs. Tina Lewis, Principal 
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Congratulations to SMCS sixth grader Bella Saenz on her earning a 

finalist spot and competing in the girls 12-13 year old division of April’s 

Drive, Chip and Putt Championship at Augusta National Golf Club.  Bella 

has faced challenges on her road to Augusta with strength and faith – 

and her play continues to be inspired by her family’s journey through 

her mom’s survival of breast cancer.  She was very excited to have both 

parents by her side in Augusta.  Bella shares that "My parents are very 

proud of me for getting here (to the Drive, Chip and Putt 

championships), accomplishing my dreams and what I've done the past 

few years.”  When on the course playing, she always wears something 

pink to remind her of what her mother has overcome. Bella has had the 

great support of her parents and her older sister Ariana whose 

footsteps she has followed (see below).   We are Crusader proud of 

Bella for her hard work, determination, and faith that have led her to 

where she is today.  

Congratulations to SMCS Alumna Ariana Saenz ‘13 who was ranked 

the No. 4 high school player in Texas (according to Golfweek) when she 

signed a national letter of intent to play golf for Texas A&M University.  

Ariana has been a key member of the Kingwood Park High School golf 

team where she helped Kingwood Park to the 2015 and 2016 Texas 5A 

State Championships, finishing third individually as a junior in 2016. 

Ariana finished in the Top 10 of every tournament she played and won 

two including the District 21-5A Championship. As a sophomore, she 

finished second in District 21-5A.  Ariana also was a finalist in the 2015 

Drive, Chip and Putt Championship in which she earned a 6th place 

finish in her division.  We are Crusader proud of Ariana for her many 

years of hard work, determination, commitment, and living her faith 

that have prepared her for success at Texas A&M University and beyond.  To view the Saenz family’s story 

of strength and hope currently featured on the Golf Channel,  please go to: 
 

http://www.golfchannel.com/video/family-strength-dcp-finalist-isabella-saenz-faces-lifes-struggles/ 

Crusader World 
Mind   •   Heart   •   Spirit 

MAY IS THE MONTH FOR AWARDS AND GRADUATIONS! 
Please share your middle school, high school, and college graduates’ news  

for our special graduation edition of the Crusader World! 

Headed to high school? College? Mission work? Career? Received awards? Scholarships? Internships? 

We are proud of our alumni and want to share the good news with our community! Please email 

any questions, information, and pictures to lucasl@stmarthacs.org.   Thank you! 

BE CRUSADER PROUD – SHARE YOUR GOOD NEWS!! 
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The SMCS Drama Club has been 

rehearsing weekly for their upcoming 

presentation, The Tale of Snow 

White.  Be sure to mark your calendars 

to attend the performance on Friday, 

May 19, at 5 p.m. in the Family Life 

Center.    

Crusaders of the Month 
Right Choice for March: Sportsmanship 

Congratulations to our SMCS Crusaders of the Month! 
 

What makes a student a Crusader of the Month? The candidates for 

Crusader of the Month should exemplify the characteristics of the 

Right Choice Lesson for the month.  Students should be hard workers 

in all aspects of academics and possess and demonstrate a positive 

attitude towards their classmates as well as their teachers.  Students 

should be well-behaved in structured and non-structured settings and 

should show responsibility in their work as well as their actions.  

Pre-K Frances Extra 

Pre-K Johnny Davis 

Pre-K Julia Janner 

Pre-K James Stevens 

Pre-K Addison Rogers 

K Adrian Baradas 

K Elyse Walters 

1 Katelyn Thibodeaux 

1 Cullen Morris 

2 Elizabeth Brown 

2 Juliette Norman 

3 Ben Mundell 

3 Jack Vidal 

4 Grant McTaggart 

4 Ciley Laskowski 

5 Mackenzie Furman 

5 Evan Jimerson 

6 Isabella Saenz 

6 Genevieve LeBeouf 

7 Allie Blue 

7 Evan Crosswait 

8 Adam Anderson 

8 Christian Medina 

Drama Club 
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Crusader Track & Field 
March 25, 2017, was the first GHCAA official track meet of the season.  

These students placed in their age group for their events.  

Our SMCS 5th graders ran as 6th graders!  Well done, Crusaders! 

 

 

In Sra. Grindle’s Spanish class, seventh 

grade learned about la salud (health) and 

types of things that can help them be 

healthy. They made posters explaining 

different types of things para la salud.  

Hurdles:  

Ryan Nguyen 6th place 

Carson Chesnut 3rd Place 

Izzy Pinto 6th place 

Alexis Cox 2nd Place 

Evan Hebert  3rd Place 

Alex Varela 1st Place 

 
800 Meters: 

Kathrine Speyerer 8th place 

Sarah Claassen 11th place 

Greyson Padula 5th place 

Izzy Pinto 4th place 

KK Kirsch 6th place  

Emily Chaires 9th place 

Alex Varela 6th place 

 
100 Meters:  

Lily Coenen 5th place 

Carson Chesnut 3rd place 

Grace Guillory 16th place 

Alexis Cox 5th place 

Alex Varela 5th place 

 
400 Meters: 

Avery Richter 11th place  

Julia Abreu-Price 8th place 

Osvaldo Jasso 13th place 

KK Kirsch 10th place 

Emily Chaires 11th place 

Catherine Miller 13th place 

200 Meters: 

Evan Crosswait 10th place 

Alexis Cox 3rd place 

 
1600 Mile: 

Riley Villarreal 10th place 

Katherine Speyerer 3rd place 

Greyson Padula 5th place 

Osvaldo Jasso 14th place 

 
Long Jump: 

Carson Chesnut 6th place 

Evan Crosswait 6th place 

 
Discus: 

Charlie Norman 5th place 

Gabby Norman 6th place 

Quinn Keeler 1st place 

Alexis Cox 4th place 

 
Shot Put: 

Charlie Norman 4th place 
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Kindergarten's highlight was going to the zoo! We 

learned about the habitats, food chains, and 

environment of the African Savanna animals. The 

students loved making their "Zoo Animal Riddle" 

books with lots of clues and question marks. Thank 

you to all of our parent volunteers. We could not 

have done it without you! In math our focus was on 

identifying and knowing the value of  coins. Next 

math theme will be sequencing and calendar. 

Money and calendar skills will stay with us for life.  

Kindergarten 
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Mrs. Shurtleff's middle school English students 

have recently written business letters to 

authors, companies, priests, administrators, 

former teachers, coaches, and 

volunteers.  The purpose of their letters was 

to convey appreciation, requests, or 

concerns about a policy or faulty product. 

Through the writing process, they learned 

the parts of a business letter and how the 

format and purpose differ from that of a 

friendly letter. We also learned that when 

we are requesting assistance or 

communicating a complaint, it is so very 

important to use polite and respectful 

language if we expect the recipient to 

honor our requests ~ a great lesson to 

remember in all areas of communication.  

Middle School Literature 
Middle school is moving right along in literature class.  Eighth graders are  

reading To Kill a Mockingbird.  Students spent two weeks learning about 

the Jim Crow Laws and the Great Depression to help know the 

background to the novel.  This book is a self-driven unit.  Students may 

read at their own pace as long as they keep up with comprehension work, chapter 

quizzes, and class discussions.  We are preparing for high school reading. 

Seventh graders will soon start their last novel of the year, The Outsiders.  Before we begin 

learning background on the 1960s, we are focusing on reading nonfiction.  We will also 

take our own memoirs and create a fictionalized versions of them.  Students enjoyed 

reading the script for a Twilight Zone episode "The Monsters are due on Maple 

Street.”  Students did a quick compare and contrast assignment after watching the 

episode.  They learned that the lesson in that story is still very relevant today.  

Sixth grade is still immersed in the land of fairy tales.  We have finished learning the 

background of fairy tales and their elements and now move into legends and 

myths.  Students will finish this unit with mock fairy tale trials.  After we finish with the land of 

stories, we move into the land of figurative language.  

Middle School  Middle School Social Studies 

As middle school begins the last semester, the 

eighth graders are learning about Romanticism 

and will soon be in the midst of the Civil 

War.  Having recently learned about the 

Industrial Revolution and slavery, the eighth 

graders wrote essay papers about cultural and 

economic constructs that distinguish the North 

and South.  They will soon be learning about 

Reconstruction and the Second Industrial 

Revolution. The seventh graders are also 

learning about the Civil War, specifically as it 

pertained to Texas, states’ rights, and 

secession.  Soon seventh graders will also be 

learning about the Reconstruction and also a 

more contemporary view of Texas in the 

twentieth century. 

The sixth graders are all the way in Africa, 

learning about the ancient civilizations, as well 

as reading a contemporary novel about a boy 

scientist from the southeastern African country 

of Malawi.  They will continue to make their 

way around Africa, and we will end the year 

strong with the histories and cultures of Asia. 
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Students worked hard to prepare for the IOWA 

standardized test.  Students worked on a packet 

of mixed problems and a packet of various graphs 

and how to read them for the data that was 

shown.   

---Eighth graders are now learning all about linear 

equations, the graph of the lines, how to compute 

slope, find the y-intercept, and create a function 

table.  We measured various ramps around 

campus to compare their slopes (steepness) and 

learned how a change in either the vertical 

change or the horizontal change would affect 

their steepness.  This led to a discussion on 

amusement park rides and the importance of this 

concept to the physics of force, motion, mass, 

etc. 

---Seventh graders are finishing a unit on 

percentages and will be moving into a lot of 

geometry concepts.   

---Sixth graders will be converting units in the 

customary system before moving on to ratios, 

proportions, and percentages.  Geometry will 

follow with a large unit of many concepts. 

Even though it feels as if the year is drawing to a 

close, we still have much to cover as we begin the 

final quarter.    

Sixth graders finished learning about energy transformations and are now applying that 

knowledge. They are learning about electricity and Africa while reading the book, The Boy Who 

Harnessed The Wind, written by William Kamkwamba. When finished, they too will build their own 

alternative energy powered object. 

Seventh graders have finished learning about 

cells, mitoses, and meiosis, and they are now 

using this knowledge as they focus on body 

systems. They will be constructing "bodies" as 

they investigate each body system. 

Eighth graders are in the process of applying 

their knowledge of endothermic and 

exothermic reactions by creating their own 

"hot pack.” They are designing and testing a 

safe-to-use version from chemicals found in the 

home.  They are also studying fossils and have 

examined over 20 fossils to determine how they 

were likely formed. 

Middle School Religion 
The holiest week of the year is upon us. The 

richness of Holy Week's liturgies retell the 

Salvation story given to us by the Father 

through the Son. Students studied the 

events and liturgical celebrations of this 

most beautiful week. 

We know that teaching and learning details 

are often not enough. That is why the 

Church, in Her wisdom, pulls out all the stops 

and commemorates, with sign and symbol, 

the events of Palm Sunday, the Last Supper, 

and the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Check out your parish's bulletin and plans 

for the week. There is nothing like the 

experience of attending these liturgies to 

remind us of the price lovingly paid for our 

redemption. 

Middle School Math 
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Development Updates 

Thank you to all who attended and supported our 2017 

Backyard BBQ Casino Night. With your help we raised 

over $60,000 for the school's operating budget and more 

that $14,000 for technology improvements.  
 

Congratulations to Ms. Jaspe on her day off!! This year at 

casino night, we offered a new auction item, "Buy a 

Teacher a Day Off." The day off was purchased for Ms. Jaspe; we  

hope she will enjoy the much deserved break. We also offered, "Buy 

an Extra Recess for your Child's Class," which was purchased for the 

students of Ms. Cole's class! 
 

There is still time to buy fixed price items, such as Daddy Daughter 

Dance and the Zumba party. Stop by the school office for tickets! 
 

 

This year, at the recommendation of Councilman Dave Martin, St. Martha Catholic 

School was awarded $16,300 in grant funding. These funds have gone toward 

improving the quality of our chess program, drama club, and BASP. Thank you to 

HCDE, CASE for Kids, The City of Houston, and Councilman Martin for supporting 

our after school programs.  


