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New Year, New Beginnings
By Ricky Martinez

The New Year is already over, and you may have 

already given up on your resolutions. If you have kept 

your New Year resolutions, good job!  Hopefully you 

keep it up, but for those of you who have fallen short of 

your goal, this Lenten season is a perfect time to get 

back to your resolution and set new goals.  Make sure to 

set a goal that motivates you and is something that you 

are willing to keep up with. Also, make sure that your 

resolution has a purpose or a value. Your goals should 

be attainable, and through this season of prayer and 

sacrifice, we will hopefully be able to keep these 

promises to ourselves.  I hope that these resolutions 

help you and are beneficial to your lifestyle.



Letter From the Editors
All of the eighth graders were elated when the first issue of the 

Crusader Magazine came out. The second  issue of the magazine will be 
covering many different topics. However, they will all have one thing in 
common. They will be coming from the views of the eighth grade class. 
From sports to uniforms and academics, this issue will be from the 
students’ point of view. Hopefully, this will let you see how amazing 
and beneficial this school is through eyes of people lucky enough to 
have a first-hand experience, the students. Once again, enjoy reading!

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                  
Gabby Norman, Lead Editor

In this issue, we have decided to bring you the best of what St. 
Martha’s has to offer through the best viewpoint available.  Unlike the 
last issue, this issue will be about topics that the students chose 
themselves and thought were important for you to know about.  
Through this unbiased and unblemished issue of the Crusader 
Magazine, you will get to know the school better, and the 2018 eighth 
grade class more. I hope you enjoy the second issue of  The Crusader!

In Christ, 
Evan Hebert, Lead Editor

Mrs. Barnes and Mrs. Koenig, the two 8th grade teachers, were 
unintentionally left out of the last issue of the Crusader Magazine. We  
both apologize for this mistake, and hope that you can forgive us. 

-Gabby Norman and Evan Hebert, Lead Editors

   We Are Sorry!



How Harvey Has Impacted Kids

By Hailey Laundry

After Hurricane Harvey hit Texas and parts of Louisiana, I heard 
stories of younger kids that were displaced, and not acting like 
themselves. My aunt and uncle were displaced due to Harvey, and have 
a 4-year-old boy who is currently in Pre-K4. After moving out of their 
house, when he started school again, they noticed he was getting into 
trouble, not sharing, and sometimes refused to do his classwork. His 
attitude changed, he became more stubborn, and just wasn’t himself 
overall. After getting into some trouble at my grandma’s house, I asked 
him if something was bothering him. He told me that he just wanted to 
be at home. If you have any younger kids, students, or relatives affected 
by this storm, please make sure to work with them and be patient, 
because they are going through a lot right now. After a while, they will 
come around. 

University of St. Thomas Essays
By Xavier Laroche

On January 24, 2018,  representatives from St. Martha's Catholic School 
went to the University of Saint Thomas Awards Mass at the Cathedral in 
Houston to accept their awards for an essay writing contest. Every year, 
this contest is held for third through twelfth grade Catholic school 
students in our archdiocese. This is a very prestigious award, and we are 
very proud of all participants who submitted an essay. Here are the 
awards some of our students won: 

4th Grade - 1093 Total Entries  - TiClo Laroche - 4th place 
Vanessa Rhodes- Honorable Mention

5th Grade- 1068 Total Entries - Bailey Carney- Honorable Mention
6th - 1080 Total Entries - Andrew Dennis - 2nd Place 

 Mackenzie Young - 4th Place
7th Grade - 1094 Total Entries - Maggie Jo Pradel- 3rd Place
8th Grade - 1046 Total Entries - Gabby Norman - 1st Place  

Lily Watkins - 4th Place
Congratulations to everyone who participated in the contest!



   SMCS Uniforms
By: Carson, Lily, and KK

When one wakes up in the morning, most people think to themselves, 
“What am I going to wear?” The struggle of throwing your closet 
contents around your room to find the “cutest” or “perfect”outfit is a 
hassle. At our school, we don’t have the struggle of picking out our 
clothes, because we have uniforms!  Uniforms are a great dress code for 
our school because they not only free our mornings, but they give us 
one less thing to stress over.  We know many people say that, 
“Uniforms don’t allow individuality,” but we think it allows more 
individuality than a dress code that does not include a uniform. A 
uniform allows students to feel less social pressure from peers, and it 
allows them to express themselves through their personality and 
intelligence. Having experience in both situations, we love the 
experience we’ve had with uniforms. At first it was something to get 
used to, but we realized how much money we were saving on our 
closet. We are spending less time shopping for the newest trends and 
spending more time on things that are important! Something we’ve also 
noticed is that people don't seem to care!  We have all come to school 
one day with our hair looking like a bird’s nest and nobody made a 
comment or gave us a judging look. If we were to go to a school with no 
uniforms, everyone would have a comment on the way we looked. 
Uniforms not only have a positive affect on students’ confidence levels, 
but it helps them to focus on the thing that actually matters  at school, 
learning!    



Student Council Is Back!
By Elizabeth Drake

After a year long break, St. Martha Student Council is back! Mr. Perez, 
the student council sponsor, and middle school social studies teacher, is 
so excited to work with the students. Student council has elected class 
representatives and is up and running. This organization will serve the 
school, church, and community, and is hoping to have different events 
for the school for students to enjoy. They are also hoping to do things 
for the community, especially in the year following Hurricane Harvey. 
The student council representatives have many great ideas they hope 
to share. Student council is so excited to be back this year. It will be 
amazing to find out what student council has in store for the rest of the 
year.

 Benefits of Having More Time
By: Anthony Maraffa and John Meyer

  Middle school students at St. Martha Catholic School have two hours 
of physical activity a week. Many sports are also offered, which gives 
more time to do what you would like with your day. The amount of 
physical education we receive may seem short, but overall, we have 
more time in our day to focus on what’s important, and have extra free 
time after school to do whatever we want.  Some of the various sports we 
offer are basketball, soccer, volleyball, softball, and baseball. These 
sports are practiced 1-3 times a week, and in addition, there can be one 
or two games per week. This schedule gives plenty of opportunity to play 
sports that you may like. We think that this is a good thing because it 
gives everyone a chance to try many new things when they come to our 
school. We think it is also beneficial to us because we also have quite a 
lot of time to get schoolwork done. Many people who came to the school  
did not think that they would be athletic, but they ended up doing very 
well in the athletics department. St. Martha’s physical education and 
sports have prepared us very well, and we look forward to using the 
foundation we have gained here in the future.



                         St. Martha 
                  By  Chloe Ditges

St. Martha was born in Palestine 
on July 29. She had one sister, Mary, 
and a brother, Lazarus. Her parents 
were Encharia and Syro. She lived 
in a tiny town called Bethany, near 
Jerusalem. St. Martha willingly and 
lovingly served the Lord. Martha, 
Mary, and Lazarus were very close 
friends of Jesus. So, Martha and her 
sister were not scared to call upon 
Jesus in their time of need when 
Lazarus passed. Martha’s greatest 
point of her faith was when her 
brother, Lazarus, died. Martha had a 
very close relationship with Jesus. 
She is the patron saint of servants 
and cooks and her feast day is July 
29. Saint John said that we should 
look upon Martha’s words as what 
every Christian should obey. We 
should all have the special 
relationship with God that St. 
Martha had with Jesus. St. Martha 
was a very extraordinary model for 
our school and we should all strive 
to be like she was. 

        Our Poster Experience
By Anora Lee & Brittney Watta

Who knew that mindlessly 
entering a trivial poster contest 
for our school would turn into 
earning more than $30? Not us, 
that’s for sure. This started one 
day in advisory, when we found 
ourselves with loads of free time. 
We were bored, so we decided to 
make a poster emphasizing the 
message of keeping Christ in 
Christmas. We were so excited to 
be working together! When school 
resumed after Christmas break, it 
was announced that we had won 
the contest, out of all the posters 
in our school! We later found out 
that we would win $30. That 
means that we would win $15 
each! Soon after, we were 
informed that not only did we win 
in our school, but we had won the 
poster contest for all of Houston. 
That was our poster experience, 
and we are so excited to keep on 
moving forward in the Knights of 
Columbus  “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” poster competition.



                                                                         Private Schools
                                                     By Izzy Pinto

There are many pros and cons for attending a private school. They 
provide a very good education, and students continue learning about 
God’s presence in their everyday lives. Private schools may have better 
materials since parents pay tuition, which goes to paying for supplies 
and other necessities. Private schools are also credited with higher 
standardized test scores. However, many private schools are far from 
students’ homes. The long drive every day could get tiring. Not only 
this, but private schools are very expensive to attend. Tuition is high, 
and parents need to be prepared to pay the large amounts of money for 
their children’s education. There are good and bad things about 
choosing a private school, but it all comes down to whether to pay for a 
higher education or not. 

                                                                              

Public School
By Anna Saucedo

Picking a school can be hard; it makes it even harder when you throw 
public school vs. private into the mix. Both choices have pros and cons. 
One of the pros of choosing public school is the big one, it’s free. Others 
are that you get to wear whatever you want,  public school tends to 
better prepare you for life, and public schools are closer to your house, 
saving you money and time. On the other hand, public schools don’t 
always give you the best education. Another con is people in public 
schools sometimes don’t have the same morals as those in private 
schools. These are some of the things to consider when choosing 
between public and private schools.



Catholic vs. Public High School
By Quinn Keeler and Juan Cintron

This year,  many eighth graders are going to have to choose between public and 

private high school. It is a difficult choice for most. In this article, we will list what we 

believe the pros and cons of each are, and why one might want to choose one type of 

high school over the other.

Public

Public school and private school are different in many ways, but also very similar. 

In public school you could very well not know everyone who went to your school 

after going for four years, so you would always be meeting new people. Another pro is 

that you live close to all your friends in public school. A con is that you have to take 

confirmation classes if you are going to public school. Another con to public school is 

that you no longer get educated in Catholicism. A counter to this is that you already 

know a lot about Catholicism because you were already at a Catholic school for at 

least a year. These are the major pros and cons of public school.

Catholic

There are many factors that play into choosing a school. You want to know the 

community, the teachers, and the campus. You want to know what a school can offer. 

Catholic high school offers many things that a public high school does not. You get the 

option to go to Mass, you also have a religion class that is not provided at a public 

school, and you get to express your faith with no negative consequences. While 

Catholic school is more expensive than private, it offers a lot of unique options. Going 

to Catholic school also gives you different competition in sports because there is a 

different Catholic division. Those are some of the reasons why kids would choose to 

attend a Catholic high school over a public high school.

Steps for Students 
By Ruben Vara

Steps for Students had a great showing this year! I have been running Steps 
for Students for years and it is always a great time. You can meet up with 
friends to make things interesting. It is always fun to see who can finish the 
fastest. There was a reward for the fastest finishers for every age group. This 
years finalists were Grayson Padula and Evan Crosswait. Ms. Cole’s class also 
recieved a pizza party for the most participation. Students received a special 
prize if they beat Father Richard’s time. I hope I’ll see you again next year!



Net Neutrality                                                                                            
By: Evan Crosswait and Oliver Jamieson 

Net neutrality is where all different networks have the same speed, 
even though some  networks may take up different space. Some 
companies can pay extra to have their data shipped faster than 
others. This would mean that they would have to charge the 
consumers extra to pay for the faster speed. If we had net neutrality 
(which we don’t anymore) we would only have to pay the flat fee. 
Most students in 8th grade believe that our country should have net 
neutrality instead of the networks paying more for faster internet.

DAS17
By Luke Leger

The Dubai Airshow is one of the world’s largest airshows. It’s not just 
for entertainment, it’s a major showcase of aircrafts from some of the 
leading aircraft designers, like Boeing, Airbus, Embraer, and more! Last 
year’s airshow was an especially spectacular show. In it, billions of 
dollars from airlines were invested in planes to grow and expand their 
business. Airbus landed the largest order ever made. The company 
Indigo ordered a 430 A320 family aircraft that will cost the company 
49.5 billion dollars! A surprise order (and win) for Boeing was the order 
of 40 787-10 aircraft from Emirates. This order especially caught me by 
surprise because Emirates typically don’t use this type of plane. Emirates 
varying their fleet with 787-10s will be pretty interesting. In the end, 
DAS17 (short for Dubai Airshow 2017) was a really interesting event 
with many surprises and billions of dollars being put into airplanes. The 
reason that I chose this topic is that I want to study to become a pilot. St. 
Martha’s has helped me grow towards my dream by teaching me basic 
fundamentals that will be necessary when I achieve my dream.



Beta Convention 
By Grace Vidal

BETA convention is an event that is looked forward to every 
year, and this year it was held at the Gaylord Texan Hotel. BETA is 
a club in which you dedicate your time to helping others. There are 
many activities that go into Beta, and at the end of the year those 
eligible have the chance to go to a state convention.  Every year, 
new Beta state officers are elected.  This year we were privileged 
enough to have St. Martha’s own Claire Mctaggart win the state 
vice president position, which was previously held by Gabby 
Norman, another St. Martha’s student! Every year at convention 
there is also Songfest, in which all the BETA clubs from around the 
state come up with a song that personifies BETA.  This song is 
usually a parody of a different song, as ours was this year, modeled 
after the hit by Village People, Y.M.C.A.  BETA club is the highlight 
of the year for many middle schoolers, and we all had a great time 
at convention with new and old friends.

Chromebooks
By Emily Chaires

The  St. Martha middle school has had a great opportunity of 
using our Google Chromebooks this year. Chromebooks are a type 
of small computer, and are easy to carry around and use! This year 
was the first time that we had the opportunity to grow in our 
learning experience through these Chromebooks. With our 
Chromebooks, we now get new experiences, have a great 
responsibility that prepares us for bigger responsibilities, and to 
make school work easier. These chromebooks were provided by 
the Annual Fundraiser, a fund dedicated to bridging the gap 
between the operation and tuition of our school, and the middle 
school has absolutely loved them! 



Did You Know? 

St. Martha Edition

Our parish was founded on February 24, 1979.



Did you 
know that 
a priest 
named 
Father 
Tinney 
brought 
his dog, 
Clancy, to 
Mass?

At one point, Elm Grove Elementary was our 
temporary church while ours was being built.



 

Our church was built in September 
of 1980 with help from 
parishioners and nuns.



Have fun trying to find all of the words! If a word in 
particular catches your attention, feel free to look for 
it in the pages of the Crusader Magazine!

St. Martha’s Word Search

Martha  Catholic  Christ  Uniforms  Mass  Neutrality  Koenig

Church  Crusader  Students  Teachers  Beta  Barnes  Chromebooks



I’m So Punny
Once A

gain!

Lex: What’s the difference 
between a tuna, a piano, 
and a pot of glue?
Clark: I don’t know.
Lex: You can tune a piano, 
but you can’t “tuna” fish.
Clark: But what about the 
glue?
Lex: I knew you’d get stuck 
on that!

Does England have a 

4th of July?

Of course they do, it's 

on their calendar!

How many gorillas can fit 
into a car?
Eight.
How many chickens can 
fit into the car? 
None, the car is already 
full of gorillas. 

6:30 is the best time on the clock hands down.

Why can't you 
trust atoms?

They make up 
everything!

I’m friends with 15 
letters of the 
alphabet, but I 
don’t know Y!



Candids



Get To Know Your 8th Graders!

The 8th grade class of 2017-2018 hopes you enjoyed this  
issue of the student-created Crusader Magazine.

St. Martha Catholic School provides an excellent Catholic education by developing 
mind, heart, and spirit as we share in community to form witnesses who will 

transform the world.

KK, Bella, Emily, and Claire 

are in yearbook!
Elizabeth and Suzanna 

do dance!

David, Ricky, Quinn, and Oliver 

all love Star Wars!

Gabby, Izzy, Maddie, Lily, Carson, 
and Anora make up the girls varsity 
basketball team. We      our 7th 
graders that played up, Sophie and 
Katherine!

Juan, Chloe, Anthony, Evan Hebert, 
Evan Crosswait, and Xavier all run 
track!

Anna, Luke, and Allie all 
like anime.

Ha l , Gra , Cel , an  
Bri n  l o  t  a g  
wi  t  f i d .

Sam, Ruben and 
John all play 

sports for 
SMCS!


